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had excited in the country, and as the struggle went
on it appeared that public opinion in the constituencies
was rallying to the support of the scheme.

It is irrelevant to the purpose of this survey to do
more than allude to the political struggle into which
the budget developed; and which submerged its purely
financial aspect and finally led to the momentous
step taken by the House of Lords in rejecting it after
six days' discussion on the 30th of November on the
motion that the House " is not justified in giving its
consent to this Bill until it has been submitted to
the judgment of the country." This action was met
by a resolution passed by the House of Commons
on the 2nd of December " that the action of the
House of Lords in refusing to pass into law the
provisions made by this House for the service of
the year is a breach of the constitution and a usurpa-
tion of the rights of the Commons."

The next day Parliament was prorogued, and on the
10th of January, 1910, it was dissolved. The general
election which followed realized the hopes of neither
party. The Liberal Party lost its superiority over
all other parties together, and the Government
retained a working majority only by the aid of the
Irish Nationalists and the Labour Party.

But for the purposes of the budget, as on other
important issues, this majority proved in the end to
be sufficient, though the internal difficulties of the
Coalition, the question of the Lords' Veto, and the
necessity of passing the supplementary estimates,
the Army and Navy estimates, and the Army Annual
Bill, made it impossible to introduce the suspended
budget before Easter. But the financial difficulties